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PAPER PREVIEWS SECOND VIENNA EAST-WEST CONFERENCE 
AU010958 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 1 Mar 79 p 2 AU 


[Text] "The Future of Cooperation Between East and West 1979-1985"--this is the topic of 
the second East-West conference which will be held 5-8 March at the Vienna Hofbureg. 
Nationalrat Deputy Dr Ernst-Eugen Veselsky, chairman of the Austrian preparatory committee, 
outlined the planned activities at a press conference Wednesday. 


The first East-West conference, held in November 1974, served for discussion o* new 
initiatives for East-West cooperation. The forthcoming second conference, called 

"Vienna 2," will again be a conference at nongovernment level. Veselsky declared that 
contacts at international levels are always liable to become ossified because they 

become highly formalized and bureaucratic. "Vienne 2," he said, will avoid bureaucracy 

at all levels. As a result of private initiative, 14 states will discuss five main 

groups of problems at this international conference: Energy, trade, science, technical 
problems and international transport problems. According to Dr Veselsky, special attention 
will be paid to energy and environmental questions. 


The East-West talks will not only be attended by states promoting the conference, but 
also by many organizations and observers, such as UNIDO, OPEC, the Club of Rome, IIASA, 
the Atlantic Institute and the ECE, and 300 foreign guests are expected to come to Vienna 
for the conference. Dr Veselsky said it was easy to prepare the "Vienna 2" conference 
because important agencies in Austria had participated in the preparatory work, such 

as the national bank, the nationalized industry holdingcompany, various Chambers and 
private companies. After the conclusion of the "Vienna 2" conference, its results will 
be made available to the public in the form of several books. 


Ernst Stock, secretary general of the conference and director of the Hofburg conference 
center, wno played a prominent roie in brins about the conference, briefly outlined the 
agenda of "Vienna 2": 


The second Vienna East-West conference will be officia’ly opened by Chancellor Dr Bruno 
Kreisky on Monday, 5 March. The opening ceremony wilj be attended among others by Vienna 
Mayor Leopold Gratz, conference chairman Dr Fritz Boc’c and Dzhermen Gvishiani (USSR). 

On Wednesday, 7 March, the conference will be officizlly concluded by Vice Chancellor 

Dr Hannes Androsch. Afterwards, in the evening, Chaicellor Dr Kreisky will give a 
reception. 


FRENCH JUSTICE MINISTER PEYREFITTE VISITS VIENNA 


AU281108 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 28 Feb 79 p 3 AU 


[Summary] French Minister of Justice Alain Peyrefitte paid a 2-day official visit to 
Austria 26-27 February at the invitation of Minister of Justice Christian Broda. He 
signed two agreements with Austria, on assistance in civil law and bankruptcy matters, 
and discuss¢d with his host questions of the civil and penal code, legal aid and the 
question of inducing the UN Commission for International Commercial Law to move from 
New York to Vienna, of which France is in favor. 


At a Vienna press conference before Peyrefitte!s departure, both he and Broda stressed 
their good cooperation at the Council of Europe and at the recent ministers of justice 
conference in Copenhagen. Broda said they would continue their exchange of information 
and believed that they were thus making a good contribution toward creating the founda- 
tions for a uniform European law. 
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GENSCHER, UK'S OWEN CONCLUDE DISCUSSIONS 
LD281608 Hamburg DPA in German 1552 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text ] Bonn--Their agreement in assessing the situation in the centers of crises in east 
Asia, Iran and Africa, as well as on the dialog about disarmament, were stressed today 

by Federal Foreign Minister Genscher and his British counterpart, David Owen, At the 

end of a 2-day exchange of views in Bom, the two ministers voiced their concern about 
current developments in Indochina, Genscher recalled the joint statement of all EEC 
countries that the independence, territorial integrity and self-determination of Cambodia 
and Vietnam must be respected, Owen drew attention to the danger that the tense situation 
in Southeast Asia might influence East-West relations as a whole, 


In view of the evenis in Iran, the federal foreign minister expressed the hope that the 
country might soon achieve internal peace and an economic and social development cor- 
responding to the will of the people. The Federal Government intends to contime and 
deepen German-Iranian relations, In the view of the British foreign secye**ry, develop- 
ments in Iran will have a profound influence in the Middle East, and esp .ly on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Genscher and Owen, who at a dinner today addressed each other as "David" and "Hans- 
Dietrich," also stressed the close coordination between Bonn and London during the current 
security and arms control negotiations. After a very detailed talk on this subject 
yesterday from late afternoon until midnight, the two foreign ministers stressed that 
progress at the Vienna forces reduction talks could be achieved only if the two funda- 
mental principles of parity of the armed forces and collectivity were maintained. 


The federal foreign minister also expressed "great concern" at the Soviet intermediate- 
range missile potential, especially the SS-20 missile and the Backfire bomber, NATO 
must take due note both in its defense and arms policy of the rapid development of this 
"threatening potential." 


In a single-handed move against the budget regulations of the European Community, Owen 
pointed out that the financial strain put on Britain was clearly too great. This was 
"unfair" anda "very serious problem" for his country. 


Genscher Interview 
DWO11056 Mainz Domestic Television Service in German 2000 GMT 28 Feb 79 DW 
‘interview with Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher in Bonn=-recorded] 


[Text] Question] During a meeting with your British counterpart, Owen, at noon today 
you voiced serious concern about international developments, the developments in east 
Asia, ir Iran and in Africa, Let us first deal with the Sino-Vietnamese clash. 

Are you also concerned that the border war of two communist states might escalate to 
a world war, this time in the Far East? 


[Answer } We are interested in preventing such an expansion of the conflict under any 
circumstance, This is why the European Community appealed to the parties involved in 
good time to restore the territorial integrity of Vietnam as well as of Cambodia, But 

I think the states of the European Community can make an additional contribution by dis- 
playing plain and clear predictability of their policy in all fields, This also holds 
true for the determination to contime detente, And finally, jointly with the Americans 
and our other partners, we support the efforts of the ASEAN states, the bloc of five 
Southeast Asian states, to achieve a solution of the conflict on the basis of balance, 
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[Question] Well, all we can do is hope. You spoke of dangers to detente. Is it not 
true that the West must also blame itself a bit? Did the West not encourage China to 
take such actions because the West placed its stakes primarily on Beijing during the 
past few months? 


[Answer] The West definitely did not put its stakes on Beijing. What the West did was 
welcome the fact that the most populous country in the world, which also is a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council, has increasingly engaged in world politics. 
Naturally this also means that it thereby has entered into responsibility for the 
development of this world and for safeguarding peace in this world. If improved con- 
tacts by Western states with the People's Republic emerged in the past few months, then 
this can only be advantageous for advocating the objective I outlined in the beginning, 
namely, restoring the territorial integrity of Vietnam and Cambodia. In this respect 
China is an addressee. 


[Question] And what you also mean is: Not at the expense © the Soviet Union? 


{Answer] What I mean is that the detente policy, which we are pursuing as an alliance and 
as the European Community with the Soviet Union and its allies, and which last but 

not least has been expressed by the CSCE conference, is not at variance with normalization 
and development of relations with the People's Republic or China, and vice versa. 


[Question] One last question, concerning Iran: There, too, the West can only be a 
spectator, and the United States also was but a spectator. Now some U.S. politicians 
feel that the time has come for action. They say military actions on the Persian Guif 
might have to be considered. What can Europe and what can the Federal Republic do in 
such an obviously dangerous situation? 


[Answer] As far as Iran is concerned I think this is primarily an internal development 
there. And this development makes it clear how appropriate the policy of the European 
Comminity and that of its partners is, namely, promoting the independence and autonomy 
of the states of the Third World without, however, intruding in their internal systems. 
We just cannot tell others how they should organize their internal system. It was for 
this reason that I said today that we are interested in continuing md improving re- 
lations with Iran and that we hope Iran will find a political, social and economic 
system in keeping with the will of the people. 


GERMAN FIRM TO SUPPLY GUN FOR U.S. XM-1 TANK 
LD282000 Hamburg DPA in German 1540 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] Bonn--According to the Federal Defense Ministry the future XM-1 U.S. main 
battle tank will be fitted with the modem German 120-mm smoothbore gun. The Defense 
Ministry announced here today that a license agreement to this effect has been signed 
between Rheinmetall, the firm that developed the gun, and the U.S. Government. Under 
the agreement the U.S. will be able to use the weapons system for its own requirements 
and produee it for export. 


Defense Ministry Spokesman Fischer stressed at a press conference the importance of the 
decision for better cooperation within NATO, It marked an essential contribution to 

the efforts for improved standardization of weapons and ammunition within the Atlantic 
alliance. Fischer made it clear that before the United States would let countries, which 
in Germany's view should not be supplied with weapons, have the gun, there would have to 
be talks between Bonn and Washington, At the end of prolonged discussions, the U.S. said 
it was not prepared to take over the German Leopard main battle tank completely. 
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ECONOMICS MINISTRY FIGURES ON INTRA-GERMAN TRADE 
LD281630 Hamburg DPA in German 0141 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] Berlin--Intra-German trade reached a volume ot 8.820 billion units of account 
last year. It increased by only 1 percent--the lowest rate of increase since 1967. 
While exports and imports increased during the first half of the year by nearly 

7 percent, they decreased by 2.2 percent during the second half, according to the 
Federal Economics Ministry. 


Exports to the GDR increased by 2 percent to 4.754 billion units of account. The 
increase was due largely to the completion of the large plant deals agreed on in 1975. 
These accounted last year alone for deliveries amounting to 570 million units of account 
(1977) 295 million units. The large-scale projects, which are mostly coming to an end 
this year, are expected to be balanced to a certain extent by the conclusion of new 
deals “of medium scale" agreed on in 1978. Machine construction at least is expected 

to encounter a friendly atmosphere at the Leipzig spring fair. 


The volume of imports from the GDR, including services, stagnated at 4.C66 billion 
units of account, and even dropped in goods trade by 2.6 percent. The level of the 
preyious year was maintained only by increased GDR earnings in the service industry 
(plus 95 million units). 


The GDR trade deficit rose in 1978 to 688 million units of account (1977: 592 million) 
due to the increased volume of largeescale projects on long-term credit which were 
completed. 


This increased the total balance of mutual liabilities, including use of the swing 
agreement, from DM2.97 billion to DM3.67 billion. The GDR payments in free German 
marks via a special account dropped from DM187 million in 1977 to DM71 million last year. 


Regarding exports to the GDR, there were several changes: The proportion of machine 
construction, electrical engineering and chemical products increased from 44 percent the 
previous year to 47 percent of the total exports in 1978. This above-average increase 
was mainly limited to chemical plants and road vehicles, and thus balanced out the 
reverse developments in all other sectors of these branches. Regarding chemical 
products, the 1976 and 1977 decreases were almost recovered as a result of increased 

GDR demands for inorganic basic materials. 


Most affected by the decrease in imports from the GDR were agricultural products. Due 
to the oversaturation of the market in the FRG, imports had to be limited. 


The GDR's exports in machine construction and electrical engineering products decreased 
by 61 million units of account, obviously finding it difficult to be successful in this 
field despite the increasingly positive economic development in the Federal Republic. 
WEHNER IN BUDAPEST FOR TALKS WITH HUNGARIAN LEADERS 


LD281240 Hamburg DPA in German 1029 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Excerpt] Budapest--Herbert Wehner, SPD parliamentary group leader in the Bundestag, 
today began his political talks here. He will meet Hungarian party leader Janos Kadar 
tomorrowe Wehner is in Budapest at the head of an SPD delegation at the invitation 

of the Hungarian Parliament. It is his first visit to Hungary and was planned some 

time ago. The SPD parliamentary group leader exchanged views today with Andras Gyenes, 
chairman of the foreign affairs committee of the Hungarian National Assembly. Meetings 
are planned tomorrow with the head of government, Gyorgy Lazar, and later that day with Kadar. 








VII. 1 Mar 79 J 4 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


WOERNER DISCUSSES CDU POLICY ON DISARMAMENT 
DW280955 West Berlin Radio Free Berlin Domestic Service i: German 1715 GMT 24 Feb 79 DW 


{Excerpts from correspondent Kremer interview with Bundestag deputy and security policy 
spokesman of the CDU/CSU Bundestag faction Manfred Woerner--date and place not given] 


[Text] [Question] Mr Woerner, in the latest debates about disarmament you have actively 
participated time and again, What is the situation now? Is your position now an isolated 
one or are you really fighting a losing battle in this discussion which extends even 
beyond our borders? 


[Answer] I am not fighting a losing battle; I even get the impression that the longer 
the debate lasts the more my position prevails. I am not saying this for the benefit 
of my party, because the party has shared by view from the outset. I am saying this 
with respect to the attitude of the Federal Government, at least the attitude it dis- 
plays in public, 


[Question] The way I see it, the average interested citizen considers the disarmament 
debate as being characterized primarily by a high degree of confusion. The Federal 
Government has now published a comprehensive answer to the grand interpellations of all 
factions represented in the Bundestag, a document which comprises more than 100 pages. 
In studying this, it does indeed seem to me that the difference between your views and 
those contained in this paper are not so very extensive. How do you assess the govern- 
ment's answer? 


[Answer] No doubt this is true, but only under the proviso that the Federal Government 
really means what it says in its answer, As far as I am concerned, the crux of the 
matter is the question of how well Chancellor Schmidt and Foreign Minister Genscher will 
resist the pressure of Wehner and the leftwing of the SPD. This will come to light only 
when the Federal Government takes concrete action instead of uttering mere words as it 
is now doing. As for the Federal Government's answer, I may tell you, to begin with, 
that it is making quite clear the interconnection between arms control policy and 
deterrence based on a military balance. It thereby confirms the position of the CDU/CSU 
and, I tell you quite frankly, it allows for an objective view of the current debate. 


Second I welcome very much the fact that it is quite clearly explained in the answer 
that peace policy, the policy of arms limitation and disarmament, is not an invention 

of the incumbent Federal Government but was initiated by the governments of the CDU/CSU. 
Thirdy, on the decisive point of military imbalance, especially in the field of medium- 
range missiles, however, the Federal Government avoids any concrete conclusion; it dodges 
the issue and does not draw any conclusions from the anxiety this issue causes. Thus 

we must fear that it will ultimately yield to the pressue of the SPD leftwingers under 
the leadership of Wehner. The vagueness of its position in this regard, I think, is of 
little help in alliance policy. The Federal Government must eventually adopt a position 
of its own on this issue, 


(Question] Let me return once more to your remarks concerning the credibility of the 
coalition, of Genscher, of Wehner: You are aware that Mr Wehner has fully adopted the 
position of the chancellor and that the Federal Government has been working for weeks 
to eliminate possible differences of opinion between Genscher and Schmidt. How do you 
assess these efforts? 


[Answer] I consider this a tactical compromise which is to cover up for the time being 
what obviously exists in the way of fundamental differences of opinion, 
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If the same man--meaning Mr Wehner--who just recently declared that Mr Genscher is 

the weak point and the brakeman at the disarmament negotiations in Vienna, suddenly 
declares that he fully agrees with the opposite being now disseminated to the outside, 
then I can only say that this is not in keeping with reality, that this has been 
devised only for the moment. I am sure that Wehner!’s concept, which boils down to a 
different policy toward the Soviet Union, has not been buried. Wehner will surely dig 
it up again at the next opportunity. 


[Question] Hence has it not been a learning experience, as the chancellor has been 
saying? 


[Answer ] No, definitely not. It remains to be seen who will prevail, Wehner or the 
chancellor, 


[Question] Mr Woerner, are you in principle a supporter of the thesis that a peace 
policy of any nature sooner or later must by necessity be complemented in the military 
sector through corresponding measures if the peace policy is to retain its meaning? 


[Answer] This is exactly the stance I advocate, Without 2 stable power ratio, in- 
cluding a military power ratio, there is no chance of successful disarmament or detente, 


[Question] By your own findings, Mr Woerner, all that has so far been achieved at best 
is a relative balance of forces between East and West, between the blocs? What, except 
perhaps malicious assumptions, prevent us from simply introducing mere options in the 
disarmament barter between West and East? 


[Answer ] The question is what do you understand by options. After all, the situation 
is this: The Soviet Union has done some massive arming in central. Europe and on a 
worldwide basis in the strategic, medium-range missiles, convential, and tactical- 
nuclear fields while it conducted disarmament negotiations with the West, with us. 
While negotiating with the Americans on SALT, that is, on strategic disarmament, the 
Soviet Union commissioned four new missile systems, versus none on the part of the 
Americans, While negotiating with us on troop reductions in central Europe, it 
deployed five new divisions in central Europe and increased the number of its tanks 
by 40 percent, while we had difficulty keeping ours at the same level or improving it 
even slightly. This means that the Soviet Union was arming while it talked with us 
about disarmament, 


Now it is our problem to make it clear to the Soviet Union that this cannot go on, 
that it is now facing the alternative of making real concessions or forcing us to 
restore the balance by measures of our own, And instead of addressing himself to the 
Soviet Union and telling the Soviets to discontinue their stepped-up arming at long 
last and to make genuine concessions, Mr Wehner urges new concessions by the West 

in Vienna, and thereby does Moscow's bidding, I do not suppose Mr Wehner is a 
communist or that he has adopted the goals of the Soviet Union, This would be unfair, 
and I do not believe this, Yet the effects of what he is doing is benefitting the 
Soviet Union, After all, we do not have any real leeway at the moment, either in 
Vienna or else where, We made great concessions in Vienna on three occasions, and the 
Soviet answer was "nyet" each time, If we now demand new concessions on the part of 
the West we will merely encourage the Soviets to wait long enough until the West 
yields once again, You just will not bring about any success in disarmament chat way, 
either in Vienna or elsewhere, 


[Question] Despite the depressing data you just mentioned, you join the opinion of most 
military experts that the military threat emanating from the Warsaw Pact and the Soviet 
Union will be kept within limits until the middle eighties and can be coped with by 

the Western alliance, 
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[Answer] Yes, we have a deterrence that gives us at the moment a relatively secure 
chance of surviving. I do ne* believe that the Soviet Union in the next 2 to 5 years 
will take militery action. It is much more a danger that it may exert political 
pressure, maneuvering us with our backs to the wall. The really criticial point for 
the West will come in the early eigties. It is food, therefore, that the problem 
has come up now. We “till have the possibility now to make the respective decisions 
and see to it that we will not be standing with our becks to the wall in the eighties, 


helplessly exposed to Soviet blackmail. 


[Question] Dr Woerner, the Federal Government says no decision on stationing new mediun- 
range missiles can be made without the alliance. What do you say to that? Would you 
possibly be in favor of stationing the disputed arms in Europe and maybe in the Federal 
Republic without the NATO alliance? 


[Answer] Not at all. It is an explicit subject of a NATO decision. I would like to 
put it more correctly by saying a decision of the American President. This is not a 
matter of German nuclear arms. We do not want any nuclear arms; we do not have any and 
this is the way it should be. On the other hand, however, you cannot fully avoid making 
your own decision, as the federal chancellor tried. The American President demands 
that the European allies stick clearly to their responsibilities. In other words, they 
must voice their opinion and define their interests. This is what we must do. We have 
been yelling long enough that we are not children but full-fledged alliance partners. 
Now the Americans are taking us seriously. They say now: All this is your decision-- 
you must do it. We may voice our opinion later on, possibly. That is no political 
position, it is cowardice and a sellout of our own interests. 


I say once mores We must make a decision within the alliance. The American President 
is playing the leading role, but the Federal Government must say clearly what it is 
prepared to do. It must support the stationing of such American arms systems in Europe 
if the Soviets are not prepared to give up their own efforts. I say it would be 
desirable if other Buropean states cooperated. We will not be isolated. in any case 
because the French and British already have such aras. 


[Question] The chancellor and some SPD experts seem to fear that the Federal Republic 
could play the part of a vanguard and that this fact alone would make it more vulnerable 
within the alliance and without, as well as vis-a-vis the East. 


[Answer] It is not at all a matter of the Federal Republic playing the part of a van- 
guard. Nobody demands that, and we do not want it. We are no vanguard; the Soviet Union 
is a vanguard; the Soviets installed new arms systems without any need and despite the 
fact that they are superior anyhow. I say again, the Unived States is and remains the 
leading power, What we can and must do is define clearly our own interests in the 
alliance and accept the resulting responsibilities. 


[Question] The detailed comment on troop reduction talks in central Europe given by 
the Federal Government in its answer to the interpellation indicates, Mr Woerner, that 
very little has happened in years. You objected recently to political attempts at 
reviving the so-called MBFR negotiations, defending the experts--the so-called pea 
counters [erbsenzaehler]--as doing serious work. How do you assess the part played 

by the Federal Government in these negotiations?’ Is it slowing them down or is it not? 
How should matters continue? 


[Answer] No, the Federal Government so far has represented the position of the West. 
I hope it will remain that way. We of the CDU/CSU have defended this position, we are 
supporting it, and that will remain the way it is. Mr Wehner is the one who wants to 
give up this position and make new Western concessions at the wrong time. I hope he 
will not prevail. 
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[Question] One last question, Mr Woerner: If you summarize all this, what part would 
you advise the Federal Government to play concretely in this worldwide discussion? 


[Answer] A part that must be in accord with the weight carried by the Federal Republic 
and with the special position it holds, In other vords, it must speak up clearly in 
the alliance, neither as a vanguard nor as a recr,uard, It must speak up with a clear 
voice, with certainty, without provoking anybody, clearly pointing out the unacceptable 
Situation in which the West is facing a permanently increasing Soviet threat, a 
Situation in which it simply must act now. 





[Question] The time has come now? 


[Answer] The time has come now if we do not want to neglect making significant decisions 
and if we do not want to miss the chance of conducting successful disarmament negotiations, 


BRANDT DENIES INTENT TO WITHDRAW FROM POLITICS 
LD281404 Hamburg DPA in German 1118 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Excerpt] Geneva/Bonn--SPD Chairman Willy Brandt has denied speculation that he might 
withdraw from policics after his illness or limit his work as perty leader, "I continue 
to be at the disposal of my party," Brandt stated in an interview with DPA. He returns 
to Bonn today after about 3 months' recuperation from his heart attack, He has not 
altered his intention of standing as a candidate for the party chairmanship in December 
at the SPD congress in Berlin, 


Referring to his continuing commitments as candidate for the European Parliament ard as 
chairman of the international North-South commission and the Socialist International, 
Brandt stated that he wanted to restrict his work more, 


STRAUSS SPEECH OPENS CSU EUROPEAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
LD281354 Hamburg DPA in German 1154 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] Passau--'tn the view of CSU Chairman and Bavarian Premier Franz Josef Strauss, 
Europe has "on -_ast chance in history” to defend its right to self-determination; 
otherwise all that would be left sooner or later would be neutralization, so-called 
Finlandization, Speaking at the CSU's traditional political Ash Wednesday here, 
Strauss accused the SPD, "without impl,‘ng that there is any bad intent," of steering 
toward a socialist Europe whose future would lie closer to the Soviet Union than to the 
United States, 


Strauss again pointed out that 1980-85 would be the most dangerous years of the postwar 
period. There would have to be a changeover toward a "middle course” in order "to 
accomodate Soviet strategy without surrendering to it." The "Russians' traditional 
fear of encirclement,” stated the CSU chairman before an audience of 6,000, could not 
remain without influence in Soviet policy toward the West, Europe's basis for survival 
would be "seriously threatened in the foreseeable future” without a joint policy with 
the United States. 


In particular China, which could no longer be ignored in world politics, would "change 
the shape of this earth within the next few generations in a way that is 

inconceivable today.” In his speech, marking the start of the CSU European election 
campaign, Strauss urged that Europe be made a decisive force in the game of world 
politics and that national boundaries be overcome, He accused the SPD of trying to 
implement the same political aims in Europe that it had been prevented from 
implementing in the Federal Repubiic, not least because of CSU opposition, 
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GISCARD LEAVES FOR MEXICO, VISITS GUADELOUPE EN ROUTE 

TA281313 Paris AFP in English 1251 Gh? 28 Feb 79 TA 

[Text ] Paris, Feb 28 (AFP)--French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing left here today 
aboard a Concorde aircraft for a three-day official visit to Mexico. He was due to stop 
at Pcinte a Pitre on the French Caribbean island of Guadeloupe for 50 mimutes,. 


IE MONDE SEES U.S. CONCERNED OVER ITS VITAL GULF INTERESTS 
ID2713501 Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Feb 79 p 1 LD 
[Editorial: " American Soldiers in the Gulf?"] 


[Excerpts] In an attempt to regain the upper hand after a specacular series of setbacks, 
President Carter has just announced that the Camp David ministerial conference could be 
followed by a meeting in the same place of the “two prime ministers" of Egypt and Israel. 


Whatever the outcome, the episode -hows that the White House has grasped the dangers of 
the relative inactivity into which it had slumped again since December and is seeking 

to conclude the negotiations without delay. Now tnat the Iranian crisis is "settled," 

if one can use such a term, at least as far as the U,S, role is concerned, Carter 

intends to resume the initiative in the countries around the Gulf, as Brzezinski an- 
nounced, To do this it is necessary, on the one hand, to bring the peace process bstween 
Egypt and Israel to a conclusion and, on the other, to halt destabilization attempts in 
the region by showing some "muscle," 


This last concern was voiced by two administration members in televised statements on 
Sunday. Defense Secretary Harold Brown said notably: "The protection of the oil flow from 
the Middle East is clearly part of our vital interests.... To safeguard these interests 

we will take action that is appropriate, including the use of military force." Energy 
Secretary Mr Schlesinger confirmed the same determination by adding: "The question of 

an American military presence (in the Gulf) is being examined,” 


It is certainly the first time for many months that such warlike language has been used, 
It is a question of reassuring a public opinion worried both by the fading U,S, 
orld role and by its president's “indecision” or even "weakness," 


Abroad this weakness has provoked ill-humor among some very loyal U.S. partners: Mr 
as-Sadat perhaps--his apparent refusal to attend the second Camp David summit in person 
could be a sign of this--but even more, no doubt, the Saudi leaders: The latter did not 
give Mr Brown a very good welcome during his recent visit to Riyadh and caused a minor 
diplomatic incident by categorically denying that the postponement of Prince Fahd!s 
visit to Washington was due to “health reasons," as tne White House claimed. 


The United States is ostentatiously letting it be known that it is prepared to do every- 
thing possible to stabilize the Middle East situation and that it is not doing so solely 

to reassure its allies. The protection of its vital interests is the supreme require- 
ment. It remains to be seen whether Carter will manage to make this determination credible 
enough to reassure his frienus and discourage his enemies on a long-term basis, 
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LA MALFA BEGINS SECOND ROUND OF TALKS ON FORMING GOVERNMENT 
AU2815+4 Rome ANSA in English 1540 GMT 28 Feb 79 AU 


[Text] Rome, 28 February (ANSA)--Premier-Designate Ugo La Malfa opened his second round 

of consultations to form a new government today when he met with Christian Democratic Part 
(DC) Secretary Benigno Zaccagnini. Numerous press commentators today believed that La 
Malfa proposed a cabinet of Christian Democrats, Social Democrats and his own Republicans, 
which would also include a few Marxists. Coming out of their meeting, Zaccagnini said that 
the DC reserved the right to consider La Malfa's proposals in greater depth and would give 
an answer at a later meeting. 


After receiving the DC leader, La Malfa met with Communist Party (PCI) Secretary Enrico 
Berlinguer. Berlinguer, lixe Zaccagnini before him, was rather cautious in his remarks 

at the end of the meeting, emphasizing that his party was in favor of a policy of democratic 
solidarity. 


Given the DC refusal to take part in a government which includes the communists, Berlinguer 
said that best solution would be a government having a wide democratic base (Communists 
Socialists, Republicans and Social Democrats) to which the DC would not deny its outside 
support. This proposal seemed directed more towards the PCI rank-and-file than to the 
parties in the outgoing parliamentary majority. He quickly added that the PCI would also 
be willing to discuss ard come to an understanding on the formation of a government which 
was as “authoritative and representative" as possible, and which included figures from the 
leftwing area, without preclusions for those present in independent leftwing groups, 


Apparently Berlinguer let it be understood that his party would back off from the hardline 
stance--that it took during consultations with Christian Democrat Giulio Andreotti, who 
was the first man tapped to try and put together a new government. 


Observers believed that the PCI would now accept a solution whereby Marxist personalities 
were given cabinet posts in lieu of the Communists. However the PCI does not want pre- 
clusions with regard to independent leftwing parliamentarians who while not Communist Party 
members, nevartheless were ele::'ted on Communist ballots. 


Such a government, while not achieving “tie fui’. dignity of the democratic parties", would 
represent a concrete sign of the vill tc move in this direction, Berlinguer said. "It is 
clear that our proposal is directe|\ to the other parties, and first among them to the Dc, 
and that 1.2 are awaiting their respunse", Berlinguer said. 

Party Leaders on Proposals 


LD282148 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1800 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Designate La Malfa's consultations today, which are restricted 
to the perties of the dissolved parliamentary majority, are decisive. Augusto Carloni 
reports from the Chamber of Deputies: Prime Minister Designate La Malfa finished his round 
of consultations a short while ago. During them he met the delegations from the parties of 
the former parliamentary majority. Today, in the following order, he saw the Christian 
Democats {DC], the Communists [PCI], the Socialists [PSI] and, finally the Social Democrats 
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After this round of talis, La Malfa explained his proposal on the structure of the 
govermment, 2 proposal which he outlined to the delegations from the former parliamentary 
majority, and what the present situation is to journalists. Here is La Malfa's 
statement: 


[Begin recording] You know the proposal which tomorrow I shall present to my party also. 
This proposal, I think, is the maximum that can be formulated given the positions of 

the various parties in the majority of democratic solidarity. The prime minister has 
undertaken, concerning important problems, to consult the highest divisions of the 
parties. Of course, the government kept its autonomy, but the prime minister knew the 
position of the parties on certain problems, and the full sovereignty of Parliament was 
{word indistinct]. 


The PCI, although it appraised the proposal, told me that it intends to make some [word in- 
distinct] to the DC, and so I have had to wait for the reply from the DC, which should 

be given me tomorrow, and which of course will include the reply to the PCI. After that I 
shall ask the PCI delegation to come and see me and express its opinion on the DC reply. 


The PSI and the PSDI have asked me to put off the meeting with the DC and with the PCI, as 
they intend to carry out some consultations tomorrow. At this point, of course, I should 
defer to this wish, and therefore I shall meet the DC and PCI delegations on 2 March, 
after which I shall go to the presidency of the republic and shall tell the president 
about the situation. [end recording] 


{[Carloni] This was La Malfa's statement. Let us now listen to the statement made by 
Bettino Craxi, PSI secretary general: 


[Craxi--begin recording] We think the crisis has reached the point of greatest 
difficulty. This is all the more serious because signs of disorientation and of distrust 
by public opinion are becoming marked in the face of a persistent division between 

the parties ami the democratic political forees. This is even more serious because Italy 
has undertakings in Europe which it must deal with in an authoritative manner, and com- 
mitments which it must honor in a straightforward manner, This is serious, as an interna- 
tional sitution has been brought about which causes serious tensions and concer, 


Faced with this state of affairs we have appraised and expressed a positive opinion on the 
effort which the prime minister designate has made to seek a meeting place and to mediate. 


We have convened a meeting of the PSI directorate for tomorrow. The PSI will carry out 

an initiative to attempt further clarification among the political forces. Our intention 
is to give favor to a positive solution of the crisis, to give the country an authoritative 
and representative government as soon as possible, and to avoid premature elections. 

[end recording] 


{[Carloni] The position of the PSDI was illustrated by its secretary general, Longo: 


[Begin recording] We assess La Malfa's proposals to our delegation in a positive light. 
We maintain that with the aggravation of the international crisis and the emergensy 
existing on the domestic level, every effort should be made to reform a majority and to 
reconstitute an authoritative government. We think La Malfa's proposals are moving in 
this direction. [end recording] 


{[Carloni] The DC delegation will assess La Malfa's proposals this evening, as well as 

the counterproposals made by Berlinguer, which the PCI secretary general did not hesitate 
to illustrate to journalists after his talks with La Malfa, There are essentially three: 
The first is that of direct participation by the PCI in a coalition government. Berlinguer 
said that the PCI is ready to take on all responsibility derived from this direct 
participation of his party. 
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The second proposal is for La Malfa to preside over a government which includes 
Republicans, Communists, Socialists and eventually Social Democrats which, on the 
basis of a program agreed on with the DC, could work, Therefore the DC should be 
outside the government but inside the majority, 


The third possibility is a government including figures from the area of the left, 
without shutting out the independent left, 


Berlinguer said no to periodic meetings of party secretaries of the majority. In 
his opinion this does not represent [words indistinct] a sufficient guarantee for 
timely and tangible implementation of the aims of the program, The PCI, Berlinguer 
said, even if it should be in opposition, will follow its constructive and unitarian 
policy. 


Signs of Compromise 
AU010918 Rome ANSA in English 0825 GMT 1 Mar 79 AU 


[Text] Rome, 1 March (ANSA)--Assessments of Italian Premier=Designate Ugo La Malfa's 
chances of forming a government were slightly more optimistic this morning after the 
Christian Democrat (DC) decision yesterday to give full support to the Republican 
Party veteran's proposals for a new cabinet, 


La Malfa, a 75-year-old political who has been in the forefront of the Italian 
political scene since the Second World War, is trying to replace Acting Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti's one-party DC government, The outgoing cabinet's majority in 
parliament included the DC, the Communists (PCI), Socialists (PSI), Social Democrats 
(PSDI), and La Malfa's own Republicans (PRI). 


After extensive consultations, La Malfa hinted yesterday that he would be proposing 
a three-party government of Christian Democrats, Republicans and Social Democrats 
enjoying the external support of the Socialists and Communists, 


The Andreotti government lost its majority when the Communists charged the Christian 
Democrats with failing to live up to their platform promises, Andreotti, the first 
person tapped by head-of-state Sandro Pertini to form a new government, threw in his 
hand when he failed to find any middle ground between Communists demands for direct 
representation in the government and Christian Democrat rejection of this claim, 


According to statements released yesterday, the Christian Democrats, Social Democrats 
and Republicans accept La Malfa's proposals, while the Communists have mitigated their 
original requests, They now say they no longer demand entry into the executive, but 
would be satisfied with "discussions and an agreement" on the formation of a government 
including noneparty figures from the leftwing area, 


The Socialists, for their part, have asked for time to meditate and have separate 
talks with the DC and the PCI before giving a final answer, 


Summing up the situation, political observers said the positions of the five parties 
forming the outgoing majority now seemed more flexible than when Andreotti was trying 
to stitch together his old majority, But speaking with reporters yesterday, La Malfa 
said nothing about the Commnist proposal for the naming of ministers from the leftwing 
area without direct party affiliations, He would only say that this was a problem for 
the DC, which has firmly rejected the idea in recent days. 
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The premier-designate added that he "personally" laid down no preconditions on this 
problem. He also disclosed that he would wait for the final responses from the parties 
before going to report to Pertini how he saw his mandate, 


The Christian Democrats involved in the negotiations are expected to meet later today 
to hammer out a final stance on the Communist proposal that leftwing experts should be 
brought into the cabinet. 


FIRM SIGNS CONTRACT WITH USSR FOR WIDE-DIAMETER PIPE 
AU281920 Rome ANSA in English 1910 GMT 28 Feb 79 AU 


[Text] Rome, 28 Feb (ANSA)--The Italian state-held "Finsider" steel industry has sealed 
a contract with the Soviet Union to supply the Soviet Foreign Trade Ministry's 
"Promsyrioimport" importers with wide-diameter pipes. [Words indistinct] was signed 
Tuesday at the Soviet Embassy in Rome at the end of a visit to Italy by a Soviet mission 
headed by Deputy Foreign Trade Minister Ivanov, 


Attending the signing ceremony were the Soviet Ambassador to Italy Nicolay Ryzhov 
[name as received], the president of the "IRI" state holding corporation to which 
"Finsider" belongs, Pietro Sette, "Finsider" President Capanna and the president of 
"Promsyrioimport", 


"Finsider" disclosed that other contracts were signed during the visit for the sale of 
steel products as part of the five-year general agreement in effect between the Italian 
company and the Soviet Foreign Trade Ministry. Contracts worth some 200 million dollars 
have been signed between the two sides since the beginning of the year, 


Negotiations are currently underway for the Italian purchase of raw material to complete 
the five-year agreement signed in 1974 in the following terms: "Finsider" sales of 
about two-and-half million tons of pipes for the sum of approximately one billion, 

200 dollars [as received] against more than 300 million dollars worth of purchases of 
some 12 million tons of raw materials, 


U.S, EMBASSY DENIES L'UNITA REPORT ON NUCLEAR POLLUTION 
AU010935 Rome ANSA in English 0835 GMT 1 Mar 79 AU 


[Text] Rome, 1 March (ANSA)--The danger of nuclear vollution near the NATO naval base 
at the island of Maddalena off north Sardinia has become the subject of a public 
polemic between the American Embassy here and the Italian Communist Party (PCI) daily, 
L'UNITA, 


The origin of the polemic was an article published by the Sardinian edition of L'UNITA 
two days ago charging that American Ambassador Richard Gardner had organised a plan 
for the immediate evacuation of civilians in the zone should there be "radioactive 
pollution" at the Maddalena “support base" for NATO nuclear submarines, 


In a letter sent to the newspaper yesterday, the embassy denied that Gardner had ever 
said the NATO bases were "dangerous", The letter also claimed that the views 
attributed to Gardner had been "completely invented" by the PCI newspaper. "In fact, 
the opposite is true", the letter claimed, "What the ambassador in effect said was 
that checks on the environment near the Maddalena base by the competent American 

and Italian authorities revealed no radiation danger," 
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LISBON PROPOSES PAUSE IN FISHING TALKS WITH MADRID 
LD282300 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] A communique from the Council of Ministers released a few minutes ago announces 
that, because an overall consensus has not yet been reached in the Portuguese-Spanish 
talks on a fishing agreement between the two countries, the Portuguese Government has 
suggested a week's pause in the negotiations, to allow the two sides to look into the 
matter again. This suggestion, the communique goes on to say, was prompted by the 
Portuguese Government's view that the possibilities of such an agreement being reached 
have not all been exhausted yet. 


Delegation 'Surprised! 
LDO11200 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0800 GYT 1 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The government yesterday suggested a suspension of the Portuguese-Spanish 
fisheries talks. A note from the prime minister's office says that a week's interval 
for reflection would be advisable because there is still a chance of agreement being 
reached eventually although, the note points out, on some issues the Span‘sh proposals 
are unacceptable to Portugal. 


Meanwhile, Esteves Cardoso, head of the Portuguese delegation to the talks, told ANOP 
that he sees no advantage in such a suspension, adding that he was surprised at the 
note from the prime minister's office. Equally surprised were the other members of 
the Portuguese delegation who had spent the day at the Foreign Ministry awaiting 
resumption of the talks, as had been decided in Oporto. The Portuguese delegation, 
representing the employers and unions of the fishing industry, said that a postponement 
can only be favorable to the Spanish side. 


SENEGALESE PRESIDENT TO ARRIVE IN LISBON ON 1 MARCH 


LD282218 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] Leopold Senghor, president of Senegal, will arrive in Lisbon tomorrow in order 
to take part in the third congress of the Socialist Party. Senghor is to be received 
by President of the Republic Gen Ramalho Eanes tomorrow afternoon. 
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CARRILLO INTERVIEW ON PCE POSTELECTION STATUS 
LD011031 Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 25 Feb 79 p 7 ID 


[Raul Jucar interview in Castellon with PCE Secretary General Santiago Carrillo: "A 
Union of the Democratic Center (UCD)-Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) Government: 
It Speaks for Itself"--date not specified] 


[Excerpt] [Question] If, as the opinion polls forecast, the 1 March elections re- 
produce the electoral map of 15 June [1977], if no single party gains a sufficient 
majority to form a government, there will be a government crisis. Does the PCE have 
an alternative to this possible crisis? 


[Answer] When the government crisis appears, our proposal will be for a majority 
comprising not only the three most important national Spanish parties, but also the 
Catalan and Basque nationalists. 


[Question] Do you regard the PCE as a major parliamentary force? 


[Answer] When I talk about the PCE as one of the major parties I am not referring 
solely to the votes it will receive on 1 March, which I am sure will be considerably 
more in number than in the previous elections, but also to the fact that the PCE, as 
Adolfo Suarez himself admitted to me during a conversation, is the only organized party 
that really exists; a party that is integrated into the trade unions, the citizens’ 
movements, the professional strata and the most dynamic forces in society. 


[Question] But Adolfo Suarez and Felipe Gonzalez both believe that they will gain a 
majority. 


[Answer] None of the parties will gain the absolute majority needed to govern. Therefore 
the boasts which Adolfo Suarez and Felipe Gonzalez are making to each other are nothing 
more than an electoral miscalculation. 


[Question] Are the unitary currents between socialist and communist parties in Europe 
fading away? Is a convergence between the PSOE and the PCE unlikely in Spain? 


[Answer] The split in the union of the left in France was a temporary setback for the 
Eurocommunist current, which has for the time being weakened the unitary leftwing currents 
which the socialist parties and which, in view of the standpoint of a man like Mitterrand, 
has lent greater strength to the policy represented by the German Social Democrats--an 
anticommunist policy and stagnation in the ultimate forms of capitalist society. But 
I believe that this is a passing phenomenon and that, if world peace is preserved, the 
trends toward cooperation between communists and socialists will thrive again. In the 
nationwide campaign in Spain we can observe that there is in the PSOE grass roots a strong 
unitary sentiment and great disappointment with the policy pursued by the PSOE leadership. 


[Question] Is convergence therefore not impossible in Spain? 


[Answer] Through the action of the PSOE grass roots and the action of our own policy we 
will achieve an about-turn in the PSOE's orientation--an orientation toward unity. 
Eurocommunism is a current that is beginning to take shape, and if one views things from 
a historical perspective it is natural for this primary phase to experience reversals as 
well as successeSe 
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[Question] What if a PSOE=-UCD government made life impossible for the Communists 
amd the left? 


[Answer] I believe that a UCD-PSOE government, if it is a center-social democratic- 
type government, would not make life difficult for the PCE as such, but that it would 
itself lack the scope, willpower am strength to carry out the necessary changes in 
the economic and social structure for the country's modernization. Something which 
Comrade Baron said a few days ago is worrying: "We Socialists will give guarantees to 
the employers for a period of 4 years if we enter the government.” Baron draws no 
distinction between monopoly enterprises and the small and medium enterprises which 
are so important in this country. He makes an offer to the employer class, and that 
is a bad sign, With a government of this kind, the PCE's position would be very 
comfortable, We would ther indeed have the full benefit of opposition! This fear has 
already dissuaded the soe“ alists from governing in the previous period, I hope that 
this country's realities will help us understand that this is not the path to follow. 


[Question] Is the working class near to power? 


[Answer] With the Moncloa pacts and the PSOE's policy a great, historic opportunity 
was missed for giving the working class scope for government power. At that time the 
structural changes could have been accelerated. The opportunity was missed, I believe 
that this is the real origin of the disenchantment which currently exists in part of 
the country. 


[Question] Do you believe that the UCD-PSOE goverrment has already been arranged? 


[Answer] One of the things that we can say is that it is strange to see Alfonso Guerras, 
on the one hand, now stating that a coalition with the UCD is impossible, though he 
adds that such a coalition would depend on the election results. Amd, on the other 
ham, we hear Abril Martorell saying: No, there will be no coalition. Anybody who is 
in touch with the ins and outs of political lifeknows that it is Guerra and Abril who 
have reached agreement between the UCD and the PSOE at critical moments, 


[Question] Are Abril and Guerra coming to an understanding? 


[Answer] I would not be hazarding a guess if I said that there have been conversations 
between Abril and Guerra; they have talked--and at some length--about the possible 
basis for a coalition government, 


[Question] But Guerra appears to be a radical and opposed to the right, 


[answer] Guerra appears to be a rigid, bristly, hostile and aggressive person, but 
he probably has the best understanding with the UCD. 


[Question] There are those who think that Adolfo Suarez has done wonders for his class. 
He has rescued it from dictatorship, reformed it and now his class is stronger than 
ever, They say that after his great service to the ruling class Suarez will abandon 
politics and go into a monastery at Avila. 


[Answer] I do not think it is correct to say that the ruling class has grown stronger, 
Under the previous regime the ruling class exercised power in e more undisputed way, 
although it did so through intermediaries, [paragraph contimes] 











VII. 1 Mar 79 N 3 SPAIN 


Certainly Suarez has pursued a policy aimed at identifying the UCD with the interests 

of these ruling classes, and in part he has succeeaéd, As for retreating to a monastery, 
Suarez is not the kind of man to do this unless the UCD should suffer an electoral 
Gisaster on 1 March, Suarez loves power, Moreover he has demonstrated political skill 
in asserting himself as head of his party, and he would not change that post to become 
prior of some religious order, 


{Question] Is all the party, and all of Spanish society, aware now that the PCE wants 
to change the social system without renouncing freedoms? 


[Answer] I believe that the PCE is aware of this, although there may be areas of mis- 
understanding. As for the rest of society, my impression is that we have seriously 
broken down reservations about the PCE. All the same, we cannot claim that these 
reservations have disappeared, In reality, we have taken 18-20 months, to convey the 
party's true image to Spanish society, 


[Question] The elections, planned first by the PSOE and then by the UCD, have not come 
at the best time for the PCE, Were 20 months not long enough to explain our policies 
to the people? 


[Answer] If these elections had been held 1 year or 18 months later, I am sure that 
the PCE's progress would have been spectacular, I believe that this fear was one of 
the reasons why the PSOE and the UC) precipitated the elections, 


[Question] There is much talk of coups, But in a modern society the coup is more 
sophisticated, On the pretext of terrorism the state's coercive machinery is being 
strengthened, Are we not running the risk that the ris< of social democracy will 
lead to a curtailment of freedoms? 


[Answer] A curtailment of freedoms could occur if a social democratic orientation were 
to gain sway in the PSOE, There could be a hardening of the state which, while not 
abolishing freedoms, would definitely reduce them, This would prevent the rapprochement 
between government and people inscribed in the constitution, Such a hardening would 
check the autonomy processes, restrict democratic rights and, in general, popular 
participation, However, I believe that 40 years of dictatorial government is a 

kind of antidote against such a prospect, 


[Question] Could 4 bad years for the Commnists be in store? 


[Answer] I believe that after the 1 March results the PCE will be tn the ascendancy 
throughout society, and the takeoff will occur toward the goal of creating a new 
social and political balance, After 1 March the party is going to expend much greater 
energy. The fact that the PCE is a greater power than is shown by the mmber of 
parliamentary members it has, however many that may be, is recognized by very large 
sectors of this country, including in fact sectors of the ruling classes, These 
Classes consider the PCE a more decisive factor for this country's future than the 
PSOE, even though we have far fewer parliamentary members, We are the real strength 
of the left. 


[Question] Are the authorities now aware that it is impossible to isolate the PCE? 


[Answer] Forces as important in this country as the banks, the business world and, I 
believe, the army itself know that we are a fundamental force, And basical’y, jus 
as in the past they underestimated our presence, now they perhaps view it with 
reservations and distrust but as a reality with which they must reckon, There has 
been one event over the past 20 months, [paragraph contimes] 
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The army high command condemned our legalization at the time, whereas a few days ago a 
lieutenant general received leaders of ur party and in 2 courteous atmosphere discussed 
with them problems of importance to Spain, I believe this is a sign of the way the PCE 
has succeeded in changing its image. 


[Question] You probably will not enter the Moncloa Palace for 4 years. Will you be able 
to live without these visits? 


[Answer] I prefer action with thousands of workers to visiting the Moncloa Palace. But, 
whoever the prime minister may be at Moncloa, he will have to call on us mre than once 
for consultations. 


[Question] Will we not be left on the fence, watching the government? 


[Answer] The same thing is not going to happen here as in other countries; they will not 
be able to force the PCE onto the sidelines. I d not think this will happen, even 
though some inexperienced leaders would like it to happen. 


PORTUGAL, MOROCCO RETURN SPANISH FISHING BOATS 
LD282228 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2100 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 
[Text] Here is a dispatch from Manuel Cruz: 


[Cruz] Minister of Transport and Communications Salvador Sanchez Teran has said that the 
fishing boats held in Morocco and Portugal will be released immediately. The order for 

the release of the two Melilla fishing boats, held in Alhucemas, was given this evening 

by the Moroccan Government, Orders for the release of the three Huelva fishing boats, 

held in Agadir, will be given tomorrow morning. All this is the result of representations 
made through the Spanish Embassy in Rabat by the foreign and transport and communications 
ministries, which culminated this evening. The news of the release was immediately 
communicated by the Mornccan transportation minister to his Spanish counterpart, Mr Sanchez 
Teran,. 


As regards Portugal, representations made to the Portuguese Government through our embassy 
in Lisbon have been successful. Late this evening it was reported that the Portuguese 
Government has already given the order for the immediate release of the two Huelva 

fishing boats. 


ETA RELEASES KIDNAPED MICHELIN FACTORY MANAGER 
LDO011052 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 0909 GMT 1 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The manager of the Michelin factory in Vitoria, Luis Abaitua, was released by his 
kidnapers at 0200 today. It will be recalied that Abaitua has been in the hands of the 
ETA politico-military wing for the past 10 days. Up to now there is no news about the 
circumstances of his release, but it is understood that the Abaitua family has convened 

a press conference this morning. On 19 Feoruary, when he left his office to return home 
in his car, Luis Abaitua was kidnaped and during the ensuing waiting period the family 
reported his disappearance to the police, Some hours later reponsibility for the kid- 
naping was claimed by the politico-military wing of ETA. 











VII. 1 Mar 79 UNITED KINGDOM Ql 


MULLEY DISCUSSES STANCE ON ARMS TALKS, STANDARDIZATION 
LD281701 Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Feb 79 p 6 LD 
[Jacques Isnard interview with Defense Secretary Fred Mulley~~date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] When and how is Britain to replace its Polaris submarines? Is it 
possible to envisage French-British cooperation on the next ballistic missiles or new 
air-launched Cruise missiles? 


[Answer] We do not need to replace the Polaris submarines before the start of the 1990's, 
We are convinced of their effectiveness and--on the basis of the changes which have already 
taken place--I think it is much too soon to decide whether or not we should remain a 
strategic nuclear power and, if so, what kind of replacement we should envisage for the 
Polaris. As for the question of cooperation between France and the Uniter, Kingdom in the 
nuclear field, I think this poses difficulties of both a technical and political nature. 

If I understand correctly, the French program is at quite a different stage of development 
from our own. What is more, we obtained our Polaris thanks to an agreement with the United 
States. If we have an accurate view of the situation--the United States certainly kept us 
informed, I believe, as it did all the NATO countries, of developments in the SALT II 
negotiations--there is nothing in the SALT II agreements which would impose restrictions 

on European countries in this respect, 


It may be that matters will be different with SALT III, Quite simply, we do not know what 
form this negotiations will take. Your president and our prime minister discussed these 
problems to a certain extent in Guadeloupe, I read President Giscard'!s statement after 
this meeting and, if I understand correctly, France is not interested in discussing the 
so-called grey-area weapons, that is to say, the nuclear systems which exist outside the 
SALT~-II agreements, As far as we are concerned, we have not reached a definite conclusion, 
We think it is much too soon. We do not know what the proposals will be, whether the ne- 
gotiations will take place like SALT II, exclusively between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, or whether, perhaps, other arrangements will be suggested. 


This is one more reason why it would also be premature at this level, I believe, to en- 
visage any final solution for replacing the Polaris. Although the Labor Party is inclined 
to oppose replacing them, we will have to examine the situation over the next few years 
because, from the time the previous Polaris agreement was concluded, it took 6 years for 
the submarines to become operational. We do not need 12 years, as people sometimes think, 
to move on to a new generation if--and I stress the word "if"«-we decide it is the right 
course to take. 


[Question] British nuclear weapons are integrated into NATO, What freedom of maneuver 
does the British Government have should it have to consider using them alone, and in what 
circumstances? 


[Answer] Let us be clear about this: Although it is the United States which supplies the 
Polaris missile, the nuclear warhead is British and, of course, from the moment we acquire 
a missile it is entirely under our national control. Although it is assigned to NATO, 

like practically all our armed forces, it remains under national control, and Polaris could 
not be used in any circumstances without the British Government's express permission. 
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But, quite frankly, I find it hard to imagine in what circumstances in the course of 
hostilities we could be induced to use nuclear weapons outside the context of NATO, 

The very function of NATO is to deter any prospective attack, and it is for this reason 
and in this context that the Polaris missiles are placed in the service of the alliance, 
just like the American missiles of course, But from the viewpoint of their command 

and control, they remain entirely British, 


[Question] Is it possible to conceive of a European defense system based on French- 
British cooperation in nuclear matters, with the Germans excluded? 


[Answer] One can imagine a European defense organization, Personally I was rather 
disappointed when the European defense community idea was abandoned many years ago, I 
do not think it is possible to envisage a European defense system solely in the nuclear 
field, We do not think nuclear weapons must be considered essentially separate, The 
deterrence policy relies on conventional as well as nuclear weapons, 


Consequently, once defense is conceived of within the NATO framework, it would be 
extremely difficult to detach from it a separate European organization, And in my view 
it would certainly not be realistic to think that, without the U.S, contribution, 
Europe --according to “Eurostrategic" criteria--would be capable of providing the quan- 
tity and quality of nuclear and conventicnal armaments necessary to make deterrenace 
credible, 


[Question] Which organization for European cooperation in the manufacture of conven- 
tional armaments does Britain prefer: the Eurogroup, the Rome Independent Group ( IPG) 
or NATO's conference of national armaments directors? 


[Answer] We try, of course, to play an effective role within each of these organizations. 
However, we are primarily interested in European weapons production within IPG, and it 

is in this field, obviously, that we are pleased to have cooperation with the French 
Government. Owing to the very fact that France does not participate, the Eurogroup 

sees the scope of its achievements shrinking, Despite everything, this latter organi- 
zation constitutes, through its working groups and the discussions we have in then, 

a forum, the only forum in fact, where European defense ministers can meet, Unfortuna- 
tely, for reasons which we understand, France is not present. But there is no com- 
parable structure elsewhere where European ministers can meet without their North 
American allies, since the latter naturally attend the meetings of NATO defense ministers, 


To sum up, we attach the greatest importance to IPG, although good work is also done 
within the NATO conference of national directors and, of course, with regard to specific 
projects we have carried out with you, concerning helicopters, Jaguars or the Martel 
missile, 


[Question] Will Britain join, and in what way, talks on strategic arms limitation in 
which the British nuclear force, the French nuclear force and the Soviet and U.S. 
forward-based systems in Europe are taken into account? 


[Answer] I have already dealt with this subject to some extent in an earlier reply. I 
think it is much too early to form an opinion about the way arms control talks will go 
after SALT II, We certainly do not want to adopt an attitude which would make it 
difficult to make progress in the future on nuclear arms limitation, We attach the 
greatest importance to the success of SALT II, 
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It is much too early to say whether we will take part in the talks or not, and it is 
unlikely that talks on the Prench nuclear forces can take place without France's 
participation. 


[Question] Is there a possibility of cooperation among France, the FRG and Britain to 
build a new tank and a new fighter aircraft, and what would be the United Kingdom's terms? 


[Answer] We are interested in cooperation in general, and in particular in the European 
context, on the whole range of weapons. There are two obvious reasons for this. I 
believe it is important, wherever possible, to increase standardization and “inter- 
operability" among NATO allies. Moreover, as far as projects calling for high technology 
are concerned, it is possible to reduce the unit price to each country if you can have a 
large order. We have had prolonged discussion about tanks with the Germans but un- 
fortunately, since the timetable is not the same, we both came to the conclusion that we 
could not cooperate in this venture. And if I am not mistaken, there is also the same 
timing problem with the new French tank. We have of course discussed the matter, and in 
our plans concerning replacement of our Chieftain tanks we stipulate that the tank model 
should be as "interoperable" as possible. 


In the tank sector technical innovation is perhaps more limited than in planes, guided 
missiles, antiaircraft missiles and so forthe Hence the economic argument is perhaps 
Slightly less strong for tanks than for other types of equipment. We are always, as you 
know, very concerned with having detailed talks about the new generation of fighter planes. 
We hope it will be possible to agree on a joint project among France, the FRG and ourselves. 
Certainly whenever possible we would like to continur with the cooperation in all fields. 
An agreement has been reached on the principle of joint helicopter production by France, 
Germany, Italy and ourselves. It concerns different types of helicopters. One country 
will be the leader in each project, with everyone contributing to the same program and, 

of course, using the products of this cooperation in their own armed forces. 


[Question] In the UK's eyes, is the Western European Union still the only authority for 
European cooperation in defense matters, and will Britain oppose any desire by the 
European Parliament elected in June to deal with defense problems? 


[Answer] We still attach great importance to the WEU because, as you say, it is the only 
organization in the European context where parliamentarians can discuss defense problems. 

I believe the WEU still has a role to play. I do not think we have any objection in 
principle to European parliamentarians discussing defense-related issues. My own parlia- 
mentary experience has taught me that when parliamentarians want to debate certain subjects 
they do so, but it would seem to me rather surprising on the part of the European Parliament, 
inasmuch as the Treaty of Rome on which the present Community organization is based 

excludes defense issues. 


There is also the fact that Ireland is not a member of NATO or of any military treaty, 
although it is a full member of the Community and will have representatives in the 

European Parliament. But that would not be the main objection. The major obstacle would 
be the absence of any body to which the parliamentarians could address their comments, 

for, if I understood the procedure correctly, the comments would be addressed to the EEC 
Commission and Council of Ministers, and neither of them deal directly with defense matters. 
Moreover, we would have a particular problem because it is likely in fact that our represen- 
tatives in the European Parliament will not be members of our national parliament, and 
because of this it would be rather difficult for them to have direct contact with the 
Defense Ministry and so forth. This is why we take the view that the subject is 

essentially the responsibility of the Parliament of Westminister. 
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PRC MUST PLAY BY RUIES TO JOIN BIG-POWER CLUB 
12011117 London THE GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 79 p 14 ID 
(Editorial: "China's Risk Grows Greater” ] 


[Text ] Deng Xaioping cannot be accused of naivety. His invasion of Vietnam is therefore 
either a serious miscalculation or just what the Soviet Union says it is: An example 

of Chinese expansionism, Deng contimues to say to all who will listen that Chinese aims 
are limited to punishing Vietnam for its own acts of aggression--against China as well as 
Cambodia--and making sure it knows its own minor place in the world, He must be aware, 
however, that Vietnam can take a great deal of punishr...t without surrender, and that 

if ever the point were reached when Vietnam was incapable of resisting alone the Soviet 
Union would come to its aid. The next few days may therefore prove vital to the 
containment of the war, Yesterday's intelligence reports were confident that the battle 
for Lang Son had begun in earnest, with the town evacuated, both sides reinforcing heavily, 
and Chinese infantry following up the artillery bombardment. From the start of the war 
Lang Son has been treated as the symbol of superiority. Its control by China, for it 
commands the plains leading to Hanoi, would represent a Vietnamese defeat. The rumblings 
of PRAVDA's leading article yesterday, though deeply ominous, may be no more deeply 
ominous than those of a week ago, but with the fall of Lang Son they would take on a new 
urgency: "The conflagration may spread if Beijing's aggression is not stopped... 
Beijing's aggression mist be resolutely rebuffed..." China mist withdraw "before it is 
too late." China can have had no doubt, after the recent Moscow-Hanoi treaty, that th&s 
would be the Soviet reaction, Its decision to mount a serious invasion of Vietnam instead 
of sending a few small warning formations across the border deliberately risked a war 
with the Soviet Union. 


Now for the Chinese reading. Vietnam is increasingly a Soviet satellite; it has been 
given the task in South-east Asia which the Cubans have been given in Africa, that of 
spreading the control of the Soviet Union over countries where it has no legitimate 
interest; other countries should be prepared to resist this relentless Russian expansion, 
but even if they are not, China is, and the world should be grateful. There is enough 
truth in this analysis to cause discomfort, for even though the Soviet foreign policy 

is opportunist rather than aggressive the result is too often the same. But there is 

a dilemma for the West in the Chinese analysis and in the Chinese policy which it has 
produced. The Soviet Union and the Western alliance have by long familiarity established 
a concordat which, while it permits secondary picketing in Africa and closed shops in 
Eastern and Western Europe, still regards strikes, miclear or conventional, as a weapon 
of last resort. It is doubtful whether many people in the West know, in responding to 
Chinese world policy, what the Chinese guidelines are, and there is no evidence that 

the Russians are sure either. In the absence of a Soviet-Chinese concordat there is 

a serious danger, almost upon us, that the Russians will be so alarmed at Chinese 
ambitions that they will make their pre-emptive strike, If not, China will simply 

grow stronger. 


China therefore needs to be told by its hastily acquired friends in the West that while 
its reading of Soviet policy may (repeat may) be correct, it is responding in the wrong 
way, and has done for many years, (For example, China has always refused to take any 
part in arms control negotiations, which are one of the means of maintaining the great 
power equilibrium.) The West mist remain committed to detente with the Soviet Union, 

a game in which it will win some and lose some but will not plunge the world into war. 
In practical terms this means that the invasion of Vietnam should be enijed as soon 

as conveniently invented punishment can be deemed to have been inflicted, and that 

is now, After that, if China wishes to emerge from its post-war shell into international 
politics it mist abide by the rules of the big power club, which were drawn up for 
everybody's safety. 
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KIPRIANOU ANSWERS DENKTAS STATEMENT CN MISSING PERSONS 
NC281725 Nicosia Domestic Television Service in English 1710 GuT 28 Feb 79 NC 


[Text] The president of the republic, mr Kiprianou, has denounced to the whole world 
the totally negative attitude of the Turkish side and their unwillingness to cooperate 
with the United Nations in the tracing of missing persons in Cyprus. He was commenting 
on yesterday's statement by the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr Denktas, that the latest UN 
resolution on the question of missing persons was not binding on the Turkish side. 


President Kirprianou said he was not surprised Uy Mr Denktas' attitude and his refusal 

to comply with the latest UN General Assembly resolution, which provided for the establish- 
ment of a committee with the participation of the representative of the UN secretary 
general for the tracing of missing persons in Cyprus. 


President Kiprianou said that by his statement Mr Denktas proved once again his intran- 
sigence and unwillingess to cooperate with the United Nations in tackling a clearly 
humanitarian matter. The president said he would inform all heads cr UN member states 
of this negative Turkish attitude. 


Turkish Cypriot Comment 
TA281820 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1530 GmT 23 reb 79 TA 


(Text] The spokesman of the Turkish federated state of Cyprus has said that the Turkish 
side was in favor of establishing a committee on the missing persons issue in accordance 
with the UN Third Committee resolution of 1977. 


Replying to Greek Cypriot allegations that President Rauf Denktas had rejected the 
establishment of a committee on the issue of missing persons, the Turkish Cypriot spokes- 
man said that the Turkish side had been waiting for 15 months for the Greek Cypriot side 
to decide on the establishment of the committee. The UN Third Committee's unanimous 
decision of 12 December 1977 calls for the establishment of such a committee composed of 
the representatives of the Red Cross and the interested parties. 


The Turkish Cypriot spokesman recalled that, in his talks with Makarios in February 1977, 
President Denktas had proposed the establishment of a committee on the issue of missing 
persons and had called on the Greek Cypriot side not to use this humanitarian issue as a 
means of propaganda. 


The spokesman added that the Turkish side was waiting for the Greek Cypriot side to take 

a constructive position o.. the issue of forming such a committee. The spokesman stated 
that President Denktas did not oppose the establishment of a committee on the issue of 
missing persons and that, on the contrary, he favored the establishment of such a committee 
in accordance with the UN Third Committee's unanimous decision of 1977. 


PAPAIOANNO' ON AKEL, DHIKO, EDEK MINIMUM PROGRAM 


NC250753 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 25 Feb 79 p 1 NC 


[Text] The Cyprus communist AKEL Party has once again emphasised its adherence to the 
Makarios-Denktas guidelines and opposed “any tendency to retreat" from what it calls the 
declared policy line. 
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The leader of AKEL, Mr Ezekias Papaioannou, in a speech at a party gathering in Nicosia 
yesterday, dismissed any idea that the guidelines agreed between Makarios and Denktas 
and the Greek Cypriot proposals based on them meant any giving in. Insistence on the 
line of policy expressed in UN resolutions, the Makarios-Denxtas guidelines and the 
Greek Cypriot proposals already submitted only shows up Turkish intransigence and 
ensures more active support for Cyprus in the Unitec Nations, he said. 


At the same time, Mr Papaioannou called on the government to make bolder moves for 
rapprochement towards the Turkish Cypriot side, a sort of declaration of intent about 
economic cooperation between the two sides. “It is of immense importance for Turkish 
Cypriots to know that we are ready to cooperate with them in the economic field as well, 
and that they only stand to gain from such cooperation," he said. 


Mr Papaioannou alsc seemed to confirm reports that the three parties in the house--the 
ruling Democratic Party, the communist AKEL and the socialist EDEK--are engaged in 
consultation for an agreed minimum policy programme on the home front. "We are always 
ready for unity and cooperation based on a programme which will be discussed and approved 
by alle We are ready for top level unity and cooperation, provided those who cooperate 
see such unity and cooperation not as submission but as a concerted means of promoting 
the national liberation struggle of the people," the AKEL leader said. 


The AKEL party, he stated, will convey to the "cooperating parties" its sincere views on 
the prime issue of unity and cooperation, but at the same time maintaining the inalienable 
right of freedom of opinion and policy on all subjects which are not within the framework 
of cooperation, or on which divergence persists. "Our philosophy is based on Marxism- 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism, abolition of exploitation of man from man 

and socialist transformation of society. We do not claim from the cooperating parties 
that they accept our philosophy, nor could they claim that we accept their philosophy 

and ideology,” Mr Papioannou said. 


The AKEL leader opened his speech with a long and violent attack on the "Peking clique" 
for unleashing "a brutal and undeclared war against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam," 
accused the Americans and NATO of encouraging China, and praised the Soviet Union's 
stand. 


At the same time Mr Papioannou deplored the fact that Cyprus has not condemned the Chinese 
incursion into Vietnam. “If we want others to support us, we must reciprocate by showing 
our solidarity with them," he said. 


Mr Papioannou said events in Iran have changed the political map of the Middle East and 
there can be no guarantee that Turkey will not suffer the fate of Iran in the future. 


The AKEL leader repeated his party's demand for a purge of government machinery and 
security forces, and democratisation cf political and social life in the island. "We 
shall never stop the struggle for abolition of discrimination against AKEL and the 
left-wing," he said, in reference to the alleged barring of left-wingers from influential 
posts in the public service and security forces. 
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TA NEA ON POSSIBLE EEC FORMULA FOR RESUMING TALKS 
NC011220 Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 1 Mar 79 ppl, 3 NC 
[Unattributed article] 


[Excerpt] New York--The evident failure of the UN secretary general and the abandon- 
ment of his efforts to resume the intercommunal dialog in Cyprus give Western quarters 
the opportunity to actively and systematically pursue “other approaches" to a Cyprus 
solution. 


The situation that developed with the loss of Iran makes an urgent solution of the 
problem particularly essential for those Western quarters that are pursuing "various 
ideas" for a solution in accordance with their interests. 


According to diplomatic circles at UN headquarters, the predominant idea is that the 

EEC will undertake an initiative. These circles say that there is already a "preliminary 
plan" that includes an EEC formula for resuming the dialog that will be submitted to the 
parties concerned. According to the inspirers of the idea, the formula must be "very 
concrete" and make a detailed reference to all aspects of the problem so that the talks 
to be conducted on the basis of this formula will not wander, 


The supporters of this "idea" maintain that it is much easier for the EEC to exercise 
economic blackmail on the Cyprus Government and break its resistance. 


It has not been learned whether any decision has been made, but it is considered very 
possible that the EEC will make the initiative. 


In this regard, Nicosia observers note the constantly intensifying economic pressures 
that the EEC is exerting on Cyprus by taking advantage of the association agreement; 
they also note that the EEC continues to flirt openly with the rulers in the occupied 
areas, 


These observers have referred to the statement made the other day by Denktas! so-called 
"foreign minister," Mr Atakol, in his speech at the "legislative assembly." Atakol said 
that "the separate talks that the EEC has opened with the Turkish Cypriot community are 
continuing and are at a satisfactory stage," 

FIRST NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS GRADUATE FROM TC COURSE 

TA281710 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1530 GMT 28 Feb 79 TA 

[Excerpt] Graduates of the first noncommissioned officers course, which lasted 6 months, 
received their diplomas today during a ceremony. Thirty new noncommissioned officers 
received their diplomas and were assigned to their duties by lot. The ceremony took 
place at the (Yeseren) Camp in Gazimagosa., 

PRC AMBASSADOR EXTENDS BEST WISHES TO NEW TC PARTY 


TA221655 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1530 GMT 22 Feb 79 TA 


[Text] The PRC ambassador to Cyprus, Tsao Chih, today called on the founders of the 
Democratic People's Party, Nejat Konuk and Osman oOrek, and extended his best wishes. 

TAK {Turkish Cypriot news agency] reports that the ambassador said that the Cyprus problem 
should be solved through peaceful means, It is reported that PRC-Vietnamese and PRC- 
Cypriot relations were also discussed at the meeting, which took place at the legislative 
assembly. 
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AGREEMENTS ARE SIGNED WITH SAUDI ARABIA AND SYRIA 
AT282022 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1930 GMT 28 Feb 79 AT 


[Text] Greece and Saudi Arabia signed an agreement today on the basis of which Greece 
will be supplied with 2 million tons of oil per year for 4 years, beginning this year. 

This agreement stipulates official prices, actually prices given to old customers, which 
constitutes preferential treatment for Greece. It should be noted that the oil our country 
will get is of excellent quality suitable for Greek needs. 


In addition, a number of agreements were signed in Damascus today for the settlement of 
various issues and for the improvement of economic relations between the two countries. 
Foreign minister Rallis and Syrian Minister of Transport Salim Yasin signed a protocol 
agreement for road transport. This protocol will implement the agreement on the movement 
of trucks from Greece through Syria to the entire Middle East, Furthermore, the director 
of the Railways Organization of Greece [OSE], who is in Damascus, is examining details for 
the signing of an agreement which will provide for the movement of Greek railway cars via 
the Volos-Tartus ferryboat. 


I VRADHINI VIEWS PROSPECTS FOR RELATIONS WITH SAUDIS 
AT281440 Athens I VRADHINI in Greek 28 Feb 79 p 1 AT 
[From the "Evening" column: "Advantages and Offers"] 


[Text] Beyond the fact of the prime minister's trip to Saudi Arabia, the impressive element 
that emerges from the talks held there is the concrete foundation that has been laid for 
Greece's more effective economic cooperation with this country of great development prospects, 


Precisely the most significant discussions that were held and the economic decisions that 
were made in Riyadh were based, as one can easily ascertain, on the clear condition of 
reciprocity. This condition on the one hand guarantees indisputable advantages to the 
Greek economy and, on the other, supplies a clear basis for favorable developments in Saudi 
Arabia from the use of the Greek offers. 


Specifically, in the current critical stage of uncertainty that is gripping the economies of 
many countries concerning the guarantee of the necessary quantities of oil, the willing- 
ness with which the Arabs immediately allocated 2,500,000 tons of crude oil to Greece allows 
our country complete ease in facing the increased energy requirements of 1979, and at the 
same time stresses how successfully Karamanlis handled this most serious issue, 


It can now be stated that this agreement constitutes the beginning of new prospects in re- 
lations between the two countries, relations that will become even more active with the 
formation of interministerial committees and the exchange of commercial missions, Then 
there will certainly be sufficient time to pinpoint in detail sectors and possibilities for 
the additional development of exchanges and of economic cooperation in general. 
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Karamanlis! proposals--for the establishment in Saudi Arabia of an aluminum plant using 
Greek bauxite, for the use of our country!s shipbuilding and ship repairing facilities 
and for the establishment of a ferryboat service between Jidda and Volos for the movement 
of goods between Europe and the Arab world through Greece--are interpreted as proof of 
substantial offers to Arab efforts to create a better future and at the same time prove 
the sincerity of Greek intentions, because--this ic of specific value--the Greek offers 
were made unconditionally and without any political or other expediency. Consequently 
the results of the prime minister's trip to Saudi Arabia--an example of Karamanlis! 
responsible actions and of the international influence of the Greek leader--must be 
evaluated in the light of the above facts. 


AKROPOLIS Comments 
AT281425 Athens AKROPOLIS in Greek 28 Feb 79 p 2 AT 
{From the "Laconic" column: "Greece and the Arab World") 


[Text] Prime Minister Karamanlis! visit to Saudi Arabia was fruitful, not only in the 
economic but also in the political sthere. His visit to Syria will also be fruitful. 

All conditions are favorable for this. There are no differences, hesitations or mistrust 
in our country's relations with the Arab world. Greece is an independent country. Not 
only does it not covet the independence of any other country, but on the contrary it 
desires independence for all countries because this is the prerequisite for normal, 

steady and stable cooperation with other countries. Precisely because independent countries 
do not serve foreign interests and obscure foreign aims, they hold no surprises for those 
who deal with them; they do not create unexpected situations. Both Saudi Arabia and 
Syria, as well as the other Arab states, know well that Greece is frank with them, It 
cooperates with them on equal terms and on the basis of the principle of mutual interests. 
Greece's geopolitical position at the crossroads between East and West, North and South, 
together with its technological development and its experience in dealing with development 
problems, make it a valuable friend and collaborator. These excellent conditions were 
utilized by Karamanlis during his visit to Saudi Arabia and will be utilized during his 
visit to Syria, Karamanlis is the most suitable person for this purpose because his 
international prestige as a political leader currently is at its zenith because of the 
prudence, sobriety and perceptiveness with which he has confronted the critical problems 
of Greek foreign policy in the areas of the Aegean and, more generally, the eastern 
Mediterranean, thus elevating Greece to a position of stability and peace. 


BRIEFS 


USSR ELECTRICITY, GAS--The possibility of the Soviet Union supplying Greece with electricity 
and natural gas was discussed today between Minister of Coordination Mitsotakis and the 
Soviet commercial attache who visited him in his office. In connection with the sale of 
electricity by the Soviet Union to Greece, a matter that was previously discussed between 
representatives of DEI [Public Power Corporation] and Soviet officials, Mitsotakis said 

the Soviet Union was eager to sell electricity, especially in the winter. The minister 
added that the possibility of electricity sales through Romania and Yugoslavia is en- 
visaged. The Soviet Union is also eager to sell natural gas, [Text] [Athens Domestic 
Service in Greek 1930 GMT 7 Feb 79 AT] 
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BELGIUM 
ZATRE REJECTS BELGIAN JOURNALISTS! BID TO TRAVEL THERE 
LD281928 Brussels in French to Africa 1530 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Excerpt] It vas announced this morning that no Belgian journalist may go to Zaire 
until further aotice. The Zairian ambassador in Brussels, Mr Inonga, explains the 
reasons for this in a letter to the president of the General Association of Belgian 
Professional Journalists, Mr (Unwin), who had asked that journalists be allowed 

to go to Zaire. The ambassador, who watched the television program "A Suivre" on 
Belgian television on 23 February, says in this letter: I observed that the filmed 
sequences presented in the program are the work of a Belgian journalist who must 
have infiltrated Zaire clandestinely, an act bordering on espionage, particularly 
as the first facts in the investigation indicate that it was carried out by a jour- 
nalist belonging to a group hostile to Zaire. While waiting for the outcome of the 
inguiry opened by the Zairian Government, no Belgian journalist is authorized to 
enter Zaire any more. If any Belgian, whatever his occupation, even if he is a 
journalist, should happen to be found in Zairian territory without a visa, he will 
be treated aS a spy. 


EUROPEAN LEADERS TO DISCUSS FUNDING OF TROOPS IN ZAIRE 
LD281730 Brussels in French to Africa 1530 GMT 28 Feb 79 LD 


[Text] Foreign Minister Henri Simonet has promised King Hassan of Morocco that at 
the next meeting of European heads of government and foreign ministers in Paris on 
12 and 13 March, he will raise the problem of the inter-African force in Zaire, 
Morocco is in fact reportedly planning to withdraw its troops if no solution to 
the financial problem is found. Hitherto, Morocco has had to pay practically the 
whole cost itself of having its troops in Zaire. Simonet has promised to bring 
up this problem with the other countries which have already stated they are pre- 
pared to do something for Zaire, in particular at the European meeting in Paris 
on 12 and 13 March, 


FINLAND 


SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER ENDS HIS VISIT, RETURNS HOME 


LDO11048 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 0930 GMT 1 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The visit of Swedish Prime Minister Ola Ullsten to Finland ended today. 
Ullsten left for home this morning. Prime Minister Ullsten spent 2 days in 
Finland discussing bilateral economic matters. During the visit the Swedish 
prime minister met President Urho Kekkonen, 
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